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GOLD ROYALTY — 2017–18 STATE BUDGET 
483. Ms L.L. BAKER to the Treasurer: 
I refer to a statement made by the Leader of the Opposition that it is unlikely 3 000 jobs will be lost if there is an 
increase in the gold royalty. Given that the Leader of the Opposition concluded that 3 000 jobs will not be lost, 
can the Treasurer outline the reasons why there should be an increase in the gold royalty, and why it is fair that the 
gold industry helps repair the state’s finances?  
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I thank the member for the question. I think, as the Premier showed a minute ago on the question he got about the 
Leader of the Opposition, that the opposition has entered a strange place. I noted that Pauline Hanson is in town 
today. The Liberal Party coalition partner leader is in town today. I noted yesterday that both the Leader of the 
Opposition and the shadow Treasurer are now saying there are grand conspiracy theories afoot; the finances have 
been concocted. The Leader of the Opposition said yesterday that the fundamental reason he is opposing the gold 
royalty is jobs, but he is reported in the media as saying that it is unlikely to have any effect on jobs. I dare say that 
it is likely to have an impact on a job, Leader of the Opposition—probably the Leader of the Opposition’s. I want 
to highlight what other interesting things the Leader of the Opposition had to say. When I put to the media that he 
will be responsible—as he will be—for any credit rating downgrade, this is what the Leader of the Opposition had 
to say on the ABC, according to my notes — 

No; it is complete rubbish; it is not true actually. He is just concocting a story.  
I remind the Leader of the Opposition what Standard and Poor’s had to say about him as Treasurer. According to 
my notes, it said when we copped the downgrade — 

In our opinion, there will be slippage in achieving these targets, as there has been in the past when 
a number of fiscal action plan revenue and expenditure measures were revised after the 2014 budget. 
These potential slippages reflect in our view limited political will to make difficult decisions.  

Again! Not only is the Leader of the Opposition, the political palindrome that he is, unable to make difficult 
decisions in government, just like his name, but also he is unable to make difficult decisions in opposition. That is 
the problem we have—the political palindrome who is the Leader of the Opposition. Then it gets really weird. 
Yesterday the Leader of the Opposition said, and I want to quote this because it is a beauty — 

The government said population forecasts were going down—some of them were. We will get to the 
bottom of this. I suspect that the government used two different sets of population forecasts in its budget 
to concoct a story of lost revenue and to justify ripping up its promises. 

That is where the Liberal Party is now. It is not the record of performance of apparently the greatest Treasurer we 
have ever seen; it is the grand conspiracy! Treasury is now “Area 51”. When I go down there and meet with 
Michael Barnes, otherwise known as “Elvis”, just behind the grassy knoll at area 51, I now know, finally, that 
finances are fine; it is a grand conspiracy that has been inflicted on the Leader of the Opposition! It is not that we 
do not need to make tough decisions; all we need to do is sack the lizard people who work down there at Treasury 
who are dominating all the decisions going on in government! The Leader of the Opposition has entered the world 
of the bizarre. Come back to political normal, the political centre, and help us make the tough decisions that the 
political palindrome he is highlights how reluctant he is to cooperate on. 
 


	GOLD ROYALTY — 2017–18 STATE BUDGET

